SANA Game Angling Development Framework

As the governing body for Game Angling in Scotland – SANA, is working jointly with the sea and coarse angler’s governing bodies and external agencies to promote the training of anglers. The aim is to enable coaches and instructors to pass on their skills effectively, efficiently and safely.

Angling Development Board for Scotland (JADBOS) was formed in 2007 to support this aim and to ensure that basic common learning paths were available to anglers of all disciplines and that expertise on development could be shared across the sport and that a common infrastructure would be in place for licensing. This group of governing bodies is recognised by Sport Scotland as the official route for angler development. Professional bodies and specific initiatives such SNAP also make contributions

All development activity is based on a four common fundamental components of:

· Satisfactory Disclosure

· Membership of a relevant governing body

· Basic First Aid Course

· Basic Child Protection Course

Within the SANA development framework there are two main development paths

· Coaching - This path is common across all disciplines of the sports and focuses on successful teaching methods.. 

· Instructors – This path specifically addresses the technical casting skills required specifically for fly-fishing.

Both of these development routes lead to award of a Licence as either a Coach, an Instructor or both.
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Fig 1. Overview of Framework in relation to JADBOS

The coaching development course is in five levels and has been developed based on Scottish Qualification Agency’s (SQA) Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ). This has been completed in conjunction with the angling charity Dreamstore. The primary aim of the course will be to promote effective teaching skills amongst angling coaches. The course has been designed to align with the United Kingdom Coaching Certificate (UKCC) requirements as they become clarified. The next course will be run in June 2008 and gain in the autumn and will be aimed at developing Level 2 coaches. Equivalence of the SVQ with similar qualifications within the UK such as the National Vocational Qualification will mean that the qualification will be recognised throughout the UK.

The instructor route isbe based on the SANA Scottish Game Anglers Instructors Certificate (SGAIC) that has been recently updated. The primary aim of this course of study will be to develop the technical casting skills specific to fly-fishing. By using AAPGAI, an external professional body as secondary assessors, the SGAIC certificate also acts as an introductory qualification for further development with other professional UK bodies such as AAPGAI (Association of Advanced Professional Game Anglers). SGAIC now allows potential candidates direct entry to AAPGAI Advanced assessments

By following either or both development paths successfully, candidates can be awarded a licence by SANA stating their specific qualification as either a coach or an instructor. The licence will also carry their level of qualification e.g. Level 2 Coach or SGAIC instructor.

SANA will also recognise prior learning as part of the licence award. Current, valid certificates will need to be provided as part of the licence application

For the fundamental components, First Aid or child protection courses already completed will be credited.

For the Coaching development skills prior learning in other course modules will also be recognised. 

For instructors, any previous SANA SGAIC qualification will be recognised along with development with professional bodies that have led to the award of either AAPGAI provisional, GAIC, STANIC or the FFF’s  CI and THCI and qualification. Licences will show the specific qualifications of each individual and therefore their level of individual achievement.  
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Figure 2 Overview of SANA licensing and development structure

The SANA development framework aims to provide an effective development structure for the development of both coaches and instructors in game angling. The licensing and completion of common fundamental components should ensure a consistent level of quality and safety is maintained throughout the delivery of development activities across the sport. The recognition of previous learning and attainments from previous courses and professional bodies ensures candidate’s time is effectively employed. Equivalence of the course components with other external agencies also ensures that candidates can progress their own personal development with these organisations should they choose to do so in future.
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